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A
Accounting Requirements 278–279

Acknowledgment of Parentage 92–97
effect of acknowledgment 94–95
minor parent 93
presumption of custody 95
revocation of acknowledgment 95–97

Adoptee
adult 207–209
best interests

See Best Interests of Adoptee
consent to adoption 191
legal rights 205
medical conditions 285
name change 202–203
new birth certificate 203

Adoption
amendment 230
annulled 230
defined 3
dissolution 234–235
prohibited 138
purpose of the Adoption Code 4, 212
report of 202–203
rescission 230

Adoption and Safe Families Act 165, 166, 195–
196, 197

Adoption Assistance Agreement
See Support Subsidies

Adoption Attorney 238, 240, 242–243, 278
constitutionality 243
defined 242
requirements 242

Adoption Facilitator 26, 160, 161, 243–250
conference 245
defined 243
documentation and pamphlets 244
duties 244–250
orientation 245
public information forms 246–250
services 243

Adoption Petition 136–146
denying 202
direct placement adoption 240
filing 140
granting 200–201
hearing 200
nonidentifying and identifying information

143–146
notice 140–142
supporting documentation 142–143

Adoption Records 255–257
petition for inspection or copying 265

Adoption Subsidies 280–287
appeals 287
medical subsidies 284–286
nonrecurring adoption expenses 286–287
support subsidies 281–284

Adoptive Parent
age 166, 196
consultation with adoption facilitator 245
counseling 274
criminal history 161, 163, 164–165, 194–

195
disability 166, 196
disclosure of information 256
income 166, 196
legal rights 205
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Adoptive Parent (continued)
national origin 166, 196
obligations 205
petition for revocation of temporary place-

ment 167
race 166, 196
religious affiliation 166, 196
selection 246
selection in direct placement 238

Adult Adoptee 207–209, 270

Adult Adoption 207–209
consent 207
interested parties 208–209
investigation 207–208

waiver 207
supervision period 209

Adult Former Sibling 257, 262
death 258
defined 257

Aggrieved Party 225

Appeal 218–230, 231–232
appeal of right 227–229

time requirements 227–228
special requirements 228
standard of review 229

determination of unsuitability 163
motion to determine if arbitrary and capri-

cious 219–222
revocation of release 21
stay of order pending appeal 230
subsidy determination 222–225, 287
witholding of consent 218–222

Arbitrary and Capricious
See Consent to Adoption

Attorney
verified statement 190–191

B
Best Interests of Adoptee 4–5, 212

Biological Father 75

Biological Parent
disclosure of name 256

Birth Certificate 203
original sealed 204

Born Out of Wedlock 83–84, 97–104

C
Central Adoption Registry 156, 190, 257–259

Certificate of Birth 203
sealed 204

Child Abuse 194

Child Custody Act 178, 206

Child Placing Agency 152–153
direct placement adoption 238
formal placement 186
parental involvement in placement 160
petition for revocation of temporary place-

ment 168
Safe Delivery of Newborns Law 176–177
temporary placement 152
verified statement 191, 279
written authorization for temporary place-

ment 158

Child Protection Law 175

Child Protective Proceedings
post-termination review hearings 69
putative father hearing 119–122
release of parental rights 25
termination of parental rights 65–69

Children’s Ombudsman 242, 256, 264

Clearance Reply Form 258

Clearance Request Form 258

Compensation 274–278
mandatory 274
permissive 274–277
prohibited 275–278

Concurrent Jurisdiction 126–129
confidential information 128–129
duties of the courts 127–128
prior orders 127

Confidential Information 128–129, 202, 248–
249
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Confidential Intermediary 268–271
compensation 270
dismissal 270
petition to appoint 268
qualifications 268–269
responsibilities 269

Consent to Adoption 27–44, 142, 190, 276
adoptee 31, 191
adult adoptee 27, 31, 207
appeal 226
best interests 35
child placing agency 31
court consent 31
defined 27
effect 37–38
Family Independence Agency 31
fathers 42
guardian 28–30
hearing 34
Indian Child Welfare Act 308–310
investigation 35
minor parent 28
motion to determine if arbitrary and capri-

cious 40–42, 218–222
notice of intent to consent 42–44
parental 27
procedure 33–37
rehearing 39–40

See also Rehearings
step-parent adoption 32, 251
unemancipated minor 32
verbatim record 34
withdrawal 38–39
withholding 40

appeal 218–222

Consideration 274–278
mandatory 274
permissive 274–277
prohibited 275–278

Counseling
payment 274
services 241

Criminal History 164–165, 194–195

Criminal Sexual Conduct 164–165, 194

Custody 205
dispute after temporary placement 167–170
revocation of temporary placement 168–

170
Safe Delivery of Newborns Law 181–182

D
Delayed Registration of Foreign Birth 204

Direct Placement Adoption 143, 152, 160, 199,
237–242, 256
adoption attorney 238
adoption petition 240
agency assistance 238
counseling services 241
documentation 240
exchange of information 239
minor parent 239
preplacement assessment 241
selection of adoptive parent 238
supervision of placement 242
verified statement 240
who may make 238

Disposition Report 158–159

Dissolution of Adoption 234–235
considerations for the court 234
statutory basis 234

Domestic Violence 182

Due Process 76–83, 206, 218
release of parental rights 8
termination of parental rights 44–47

E
Equal Protection 76–83

Equitable Father 76

F
Father

acknowledgment of parentage 92–97
biological 75
defined 74–76
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Father (continued)
due process 76–83
establishing

child "born out of wedlock" 83–92
hearing to identify 85–89

rehearings
See Rehearings

legal 75
notice of intent to claim paternity 89–91
notice of intent to release or consent 91–92
Paternity Act 97–118
putative 75
putative father hearing 119–122

Fees 279–280

Formal Placement 186–194, 252
criminal history 194–195
defined 186
documentary requirements 186–194
identifying and nonidentifying information

187–190
procedural requirements 186–194
prohibited placements 194–197
verified statement 190–191
who may make 186

Former Adult Sibling 259

Former Family Member 268, 270

Former Parent 259
death 258

Foster Care 194
funding 273–274

Fraud 216–218

Funding
foster care 273–274

G
Gay Adoption

See Second-Parent Adoption

Genetic Testing
Paternity Act 112–115
Safe Delivery of Newborns Law 179–180

Grandparent Visitation 64–65, 206, 251

Guardian
formal placement 186
temporary placement 152, 160

Guardian Ad Litem 146–148

H
Hearing to Identify the Father 85–89

hearing 89
notice 85–89

I
Identifying Information 143–146, 155–156, 189–

190, 239, 256–257
clearance reply form 258
clearance request form 258
consent to release 257–259

adult former sibling 257
former parent 257

denial of release 257–259
adult former sibling 257
former parent 257

release 259–267
release for good cause 264–267

Incarcerated Party 70–71, 87–89, 111, 121–122

Indian Child
defined 292

Indian Child Welfare Act 166, 197
applicability 293–304
child custody proceedings defined 292
consent to termination of parental rights

308–310
general requirements 291
Indian child defined 292
intervention of tribe 304
penalty for violation 312
purpose 292
time requirements 304
transfer of case 300
voluntary placement 308–310

Information 256–257
identifying 143–146, 155–156, 189–190,

239, 251, 252
medical 262–263
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Information (continued)
nonidentifying 143–146, 153–155, 187–

189, 189–190, 239, 251, 252
release 259–267

Inherit, right to 205

Intercountry Adoptions
See International Adoptions

Interested Parties 213
adoption petition 141–142
adult adoption 208–209
step-parent rescission 233

International Adoptions 133–135
enforcement of foreign adoption orders 135

Interstate Compact on the Placement of Chil-
dren 129–132
definitions 130
placement 130–132

Investigation Report 143, 171–173, 192–193,
207–208
best interests of adoptee 171–172
waived 172

J
Jurisdiction

adoption proceedings 125
concurrent 126–129
Paternity Act 107–109

L
Lawyer-Guardian Ad Litem 146–148, 178

Legal Advice 148–150

Legal Father 75

Legal Risk Placement 193–194, 252–253

M
Medical Information 262–263

life threatening 262
non-life threatening 263

Medical Subsidies 284–286

duration 286
emotional conditions 285
medical subsidy agreement 285
mental conditions 285
requests 285
requirements 284

Medical Treatment
after formal placement 200
after temporary placement 156, 157

Minor Parent
acknowledgment of parentage 93
consent 28
direct placement adoption 239
Paternity Act 106
release of parental rights 9
temporary placement 156

Motion to Determine if Arbitrary and Capri-
cious 219–222
appeal 226
disposition 221–222
standard of proof 220
See Consent to Adoption

N
Name

disclosure of biological or adoptive parent
256

Name Change
adoptee 202–203

National Origin 166

Nonidentifying Information 143–146, 153–155,
187–189, 189–190, 239, 256–257
release 259–267

Nonrecurring Adoption Expenses 286–287

Notice of Intent to Claim Paternity 89–91
effect of filing 90

Notice of Intent to Consent 91–92
See Consent to Adoption

Notice of Intent to Release 91–92
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O
Order of Adoption

appeal 226
certified copy 201
report of adoption 202–203
reporting amendments 230
reporting annulment 230
reporting rescission 230

Order of Filiation 117–118

P
Parent

assisting child placing agency in temporary
placement 160

formal placement 186
temporary placement 152, 160

Paternity
adjudication in another state 118
Safe Delivery of Newborns Law 179
Uniform Interstate Family Support Act

122–123

Paternity Act 97–118
burden of proof 116
child born out of wedlock 97–104
complaint 109
filing 104–107
genetic testing 112–115
jurisdiction and venue 107–109
jury 116
minor parent 106
order of filiation 117–118
procedure 115–117
right to counsel 111–112
summons 110–111

Petition for Disposition of a Temporary Place-
ment 167–170

Petition for Inspection or Copying of Adoption
Records 265

Petition for Revocation of a Temporary Place-
ment 167–170
child placing agency 168
hearing to determine custody 168–170

parent or guardian 167
prospective adoptive parent 167–168

Petition to Appoint a Confidential Intermediary
See Confidential Intermediary

Petition to Determine Custody
dispositions 170

Petitioners
verified accounting 190
who may adopt 137
who may not adopt 138

Placement
direct placement 152
formal 186–194
Interstate Compact on the Placement of

Children 130–132
post-placement issues 197–200

medical treatment 200
supervision period 197–199
supervision report 199

prohibited 164–166
temporary 152–160
voluntary placement under Indian Child

Welfare Act 308–310

Preplacement Assessment 160–163
basis 161
contents 161–162
direct placement 241
payment 274
review determination of unsuitability 163
specific concern 163
suitability/unsuitability 163

Prohibited Placements 164–166, 194–197

Public Information Form 201, 246–250
contents 247–249
court responsibilities 249–250
filing 249
maintenance 249

Putative Father 75
deceived about pregnancy 56
hearing 119–122

appeal 226
notice 121–122
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Putative Father (continued)
rehearings

See Rehearings
termination of parental rights 48–56

R
Race 166

Records 255–257
disclosure of adoptive parent’s name 256
disclosure of biological parent’s name 256

Rehearings 212–218
appeal 226
case law 215–218

change of mind/heart 215–216
due process 218
fraud 216–218

court determination 218
filing 214
procedure 214
release 22
stay of proceedings 218

Relative Adoption 251–252, 256, 259
defined 251
identifying and nonidentifying information

252
placement 252

Release of Information 259–267

Release of Parental Rights 8–27, 182, 190, 276
appeal 226
best interests 17
child protective proceedings 25
defined 8
due process 8
effect 19
father 24–25
hearing 16–17
interested parties 8, 14
minor parent 9
notice of intent to release 24
persons authorized to execute 9–14

child placing agency 13–14
guardian 10–13
parent 9

rehearings
See Rehearings

statement of money or valuables 15
verbatim record 14
verified statement 15, 26
who may accept 14

Religious Affiliation 166

Report of Adoption 202–203
amended order 230
annulled 230
rescinded order 230

Reporting Requirements 278–279

Rescission of Step-Parent Adoption 232–234
effect 233
hearing 233
interested parties 233
petition requirements 232–233

Revocation of Acknowledgment of Parentage
See Acknowledgment of Parentage

Revocation of Release 20–24
appeal 226
appeal from denial 21
court’s discretion 21
filing 20–21
jurisdiction 21
rehearing 22–23
rehearings

See Rehearings

Right to Counsel
paternity action 111–112

Right to Inherit 205

S
Safe Delivery of Newborns Law 173–184

Child Custody Act 178
custody 178–182
emergency service provider 173
genetic testing 179–180
hearing to determine custody 181–182
immunity from civil damages 176
jurisdiction 177–178
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Safe Delivery of Newborns Law (continued)
lawyer-guardian ad litem 178
maternity 179
paternity 179
petition of parent for custody of surren-

dered newborn 178
responsibilities

child placing agency 176–177
emergency service provider 173–175
hospital 175–176

safe delivery program 183–184
temporary placement of newborn 177

Second-Parent Adoption 139–140

Siblings 257

Soliciting Adoptees 277–278

Soliciting Adoptive Parents 277–278

Specific Concern 163

Statement of Transfer 156–157

Stay of Order Pending Appeal 230

Stay of Proceedings 218

Step-Parent Adoption 193, 250–251, 256, 259
appeal 226
consent 32, 251
consideration 277
grandparent visitation 64–65, 206, 251
identifying and nonidentifying information

251
placement 250
purpose 250
rehearings

See Rehearings
rescission 232–234
termination of parental rights 59–65

Subsidies
adoption 280–287
appeals 222–225, 287

additional evidence 223
disposition 225
jurisdiction 222
petition for review 222
standard of review 224

time requirements 223
venue 222

medical 284–286
nonrecurring adoption expenses 286–287
support 281–284

Supervision Period 197–199
adult adoption 209
best interests of adoptee 198–199
extension 199
waiver 197

Supervision Report 199

Support Groups 146

Support Subsidies 281–284
adoption assistance agreement 282–283
duration 283–284
requirements 281–282

T
Temporary Placement 152–160

court responsibility 159
custody disputes 167–170

appeal 226
disposition report 158–159
documentary requirements 156–159
identifying and nonidentifying information

153–156
medical treatment 156, 157
parental involvement in agency placement

160
petition for disposition 167–170
procedural requirements 156–159
prosecutor responsibility 159
revocation 167–170
Safe Delivery of Newborns Law 177
statement of transfer 156–157
transfer report 157–158
who may make 152–153
written authorization from parent or guard-

ian 158

Termination of Parental Rights 44–69, 182,
192–193
Adoption Code 47–56
appeal 226
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Termination of Parental Rights (continued)
due process 44–47
Juvenile Code 65–69
putative father 48–56
rehearings

See Rehearings
release 19
right to an attorney 44
step-parent adoption 59–65, 251
voluntary termination, Indian child 308–

310

Transfer of Case
concurrent jurisdiction 126–129
under Indian Child Welfare Act 300

Transfer Report 157–158

U
Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 122–

123

Unrepresented Petitioners 148–150

V
Venue

adoption proceedings 125–126
change of 126

Verified Statement 26, 33, 143, 190–191, 240
verified accounting by petitioner 190, 278
verified statement of attorney 190–191, 278
verified statement of child placing agency

191, 279

W
Waiver

investigation 172
adult adoption 207

supervision period 197




